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Finding Crypto-Native Lawyers 

As the blockchain-based economy grows more complex and the crypto markets evolve, it becomes 

increasingly clear that code isn’t law. People, entities, and even decentralized autonomous organizations 

need attorneys to help them assess, establish, protect, and assert their legal rights in this novel 

ecosystem. But the on-chain world is fundamentally different in many ways from the off-chain world, and 

not all lawyers are expert in both. So if your business involves digital assets, it makes sense to diligence 

the crypto-fluency of prospective counsel before retaining them. To help out, we’ve compiled a list of 10 

soft credentials you might look for. 

1. Do they have a dedicated practice? In the not-too-distant future, having a blockchain practice 

may seem as quaint as having an Internet practice would today. Until then, if you do crypto 

things, consider hiring law firms that have publicly committed to serve you. 

2. Do they have a hot wallet? Doing is understanding, and web3 wallets are the portals to the 

decentralized world. If your business requires comprehension of digital ownership, consider hiring 

lawyers who have personal experience with token self-custody. For most people, that experience 

begins with a browser-based wallet. 

3. Do they have a hardware wallet? Hot wallets suggest an intent to play; cold storage suggests 

an intent to stay. If your business involves transacting on public blockchains, consider hiring 

lawyers with enough conviction in crypto to have researched and invested in long-term personal 

security. 

4. Do they have an ENS domain name? An ENS domain name is an innovative NFT use-case that 

turns an Ethereum-compatible wallet from a nondescript PO Box into an easily identifiable profile. 

If you are focused on building a web3 community, consider hiring lawyers with web3 identities. 

5. Do they own other NFTs? It’s hard to overstate the transformative potential of NFTs. Their 

ability to represent a virtually unlimited spectrum of on-chain and off-chain assets, credentials, 

and rights makes them an essential tool in the economy of tomorrow. But their flexibility means 

that NFTs don’t have direct off-chain analogs. Imagine how many billable hours it would take 

most lawyers to grasp the notion of a pixelated toad that also represents access to a token-gated 

Discord server and the right to vote on how to deploy an on-chain treasury seeded with sales 

royalties! If your business requires an appreciation of the myriad applications of NFTs, consider 

hiring a lawyer who already has hands-on familiarity with them. 

6. Are they “DeFi degenerates”? Decentralized finance potentiates a dramatic shift in the way 

people transact. Like NFTs, the absence of a direct off-chain analog could make it difficult for 

lawyers to fully grasp the ramifications of financial disintermediation without trying it themselves. If 

your business requires an understanding of the practical, legal, and regulatory implications of LP 

tokens, aTokens, cTokens, dApp-layer staking, and similar investments, consider hiring a lawyer 

who knows how to degen. 
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7. Do they transact on a layer two? Ethereum is too slow, and its gas fees too high, to 

competitively scale at the consensus layer. That’s why a vast number of applications are 

launching on layer twos. If you want to see if your lawyer is a true crypto power-user, ask them if 

they’ve transacted on a layer two. 

8. Have they been scammed? Let’s face it: like any developing economy, crypto is full of grift. If 

you play in the space long enough, you are likely to be phished, speared, rugged, or otherwise 

scammed, so one or two battle wounds on your prospective advisor might suggest that they are 

veterans…though more than that might suggest a lack of prudence. Moreover, falling prey to a 

scam can hone an attorney’s ability to factor operational security into their legal advice, 

something they typically don’t have to do in traditional finance. 

9. Do they have a team? There is no such thing as “crypto law.” The law is multidisciplinary, and 

it’s a rare matter that requires only one kind of expert. So even if you vibe with a securities lawyer 

at a particular firm, consider asking whether they have corporate, tax, IP, and other partners who 

also understand the digital assets space. 

10. Are they active community members? Lawyers often clarify their thinking on a subject by 

writing articles, tweeting, presenting publicly, or participating in industry groups like a legal DAO. 

Signs of public involvement in the crypto sphere can suggest that an attorney has developed a 

view with input from others, and hopefully a network of crypto-natives to bounce ideas off of. 

Hiring lawyers who engage with non-clients is also a good way to reward those who are 

committed to helping the web3 and crypto community build productively together. 

Of course, none of the above are prerequisites to competent legal representation. Moreover, it would be 

unrealistic to expect every member of a legal team to have hit them all; they have pretty grueling day 

jobs. But it’s usually helpful for at least one member of a legal team to show some facility with crypto 

concepts. Behind the scenes, they can keep the luddites from going astray. 

Do you think we missed anything? We’d be happy for your feedback. 

* * * 
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