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Rising Star: Fried Frank's Ezra Schneck 

By Reenat Sinay 

Law360 (July 13, 2020, 4:02 PM EDT) -- Ezra Schneck of Fried Frank 
Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP advised on several transactions worth 
about $1 billion or more in the last year, including guiding Sinclair 
Broadcast Group's $9.6 billion acquisition of Disney's sports 
networks, earning him a spot among the banking law practitioners 
under age 40 honored by Law360 as Rising Stars. 

WHY HE'S A BANKING ATTORNEY: 
Unlike most attorneys, Schneck comes from an engineering 
background, and engineering know-how lends itself to financial 
services more than it might seem at first glance, he said. 
 
His training in thinking in numbers meshes well with an industry 
largely focused on numbers, and his view of life as "a series of 
puzzles" to be solved helps in advising clients through very complex 
transactions with lots of moving parts, Schneck said. 
 
"They're long-term agreements so you have to think about what's 
driving company performance today, how is that going to change, 
what flexibility do you need," he said. "You have to look through all 
the parts, through all the different agreements, you have to figure 
out how it all fits together, analyze every angle." 
 
HIS PROUDEST MOMENT: 
For Schneck, there isn't a single proudest moment of his career, but 
rather a series of moments where he has felt the trust and respect 
of his colleagues and clients. 
 
"It's like that 'aha' moment where you feel that people really respect 
what you say and that they really treat you as a peer, and even more 
so as a partner," Schneck said. 
 
Financial services is all about building relationships, and trust is 
absolutely key, Schneck said. 
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"In particular in financing, as opposed to some other areas in banking, we're somewhat specialized and 
it's not necessarily something that folks do every day," he said. "There's a couple times where you 
realize that you're getting the call or they're taking your advice on particular points or more technical 
details, and that's really gratifying." 
 
As the coronavirus pandemic has ravaged the economy, guiding his clients through the last four months 
has also been a major achievement for him, he said. 
 
"Having conversations about, 'Am I going to have to shut down my business, am I going to have to close 
my business, am I going to have to completely change it? How is that going to impact my liquidity, how 
is that going to impact my covenants?'" Schneck said. "Being a finance lawyer, we were very much the 
first call for many clients on a lot of those questions." 
 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 
When speaking with Schneck, it's impossible not to notice the enthusiasm in his voice as he talks about 
his work, so it's not surprising that he finds motivation in looking at each day as a fresh opportunity for 
growth. 
 
"I try and see every day as a new opportunity, I really do," he said. "And everyday is an opportunity 
where you can either grow and learn and become a better lawyer, a better advocate, build relationships 
with clients and the firm, or you can do the opposite." 
 
"I really try and carpe diem — to seize every opportunity that you have, every moment that you have," 
Schneck added. "The days where you can look back at the end of the day and say, 'I've given it 
everything that I can,' those are the days that are really good days and I try to have as many of those as I 
can." 
 
SOME OF HIS NOTABLE DEALS: 
Sinclair's nearly $10 billion acquisition of 21 Fox regional sports networks and Fox College Sports 
from The Walt Disney Co. was Schneck's biggest transaction of the last year. Part of that deal was 
funded by Sinclair's related $1.025 billion perpetual preferred equity issuance to JPMorgan Chase guided 
by Schneck, according to Fried Frank. 
 
He also advised several $1 billion transactions on behalf of Citibank, including its financing for auto parts 
manufacturer Allison Transmission and the bank's unsecured revolving credit facility for retirement 
services company Athene Holding, the firm said. 
 
HOW HIS PRACTICE MIGHT CHANGE OVER THE NEXT 10 YEARS: 
The impact of COVID-19 on the economy has been swift and fierce, and Schneck is looking ahead to how 
best to service his clients in an uncertain, post-coronavirus world. 
 
"What we went through in the past four months is extraordinary," he said. "In the very near term it will 
be a very interesting question of how the economy rebounds post-COVID and what the needs of 
businesses are and how that interplays with their needs for credit and liquidity." 
 
"The question is going to be, what is the role of private equity in a post-corona world? Are we going to 
see deals being marketed in the same way? Are we going to be chasing the same types of deals?" he 
added. "There's a lot of big-picture questions post-coronavirus and we'll have to see how these things 
play out." 



 

 

 
— As told to Reenat Sinay 
 
Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 
Law360 editors selected the 2020 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,300 submissions. 
Attorneys had to be under 40 as of April 30, 2020, to be eligible for this year's award. This interview has 
been edited and condensed. 
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