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Rising Star: Fried Frank's Bryan Hunkele 

By McCord Pagan 

Law360 (August 3, 2020, 3:18 PM EDT) -- Bryan Hunkele 
of Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP advised Bain 
Capital as it raised about $20 billion across three funds over 
roughly two years, earning him a spot among the fund 
formation law practitioners under age 40 honored 
as Law360 Rising Stars. 

THE BIGGEST DEAL OF HIS CAREER: 
From April 2017 to December 2018, Hunkele helped 
represent Bain Capital Private Equity as it raised a total of 
about $20 billion for three different buyout funds. As the 
funds were each targeting a different region of the world — 
North America, Europe and Asia — Hunkele said the Fried 
Frank team members also had to familiarize themselves with 
different regulatory regimes, and each fund had a different 
structure. 
 
"It was good to be a part of a team that worked that well 
together for such a long period of time. And then you look 
back on it to see the deals they've done since then, it's really 
exciting to see," Hunkele said. 
 
HIS MOST INTERESTING RECENT DEAL: 
Hunkele helped lead the team representing Goldman Sachs 
as it helped raise funds for its joint partnership with Chinese 
sovereign wealth fund China Investment Corp. The fund, 
called the China-U.S. Industrial Cooperation Partnership, has 
a target goal of $5 billion and focuses on investments that 
have some sort of exposure or could potentially benefit from 
the Asian economic giant, Hunkele said. 
 
Hunkele said that part of what was most interesting to him 
in working on that fund was learning the extent to which 
regulatory regimes apply to foreign jurisdictions. 
 

 

Bryan Hunkele 

Fried Frank 

 

Age: 39 

Home base: New York 

Position: Partner 

Law school: Columbia Law 

School 

First job after law 

school: Associate at Milbank 
 



 

 

"And so really trying to figure a way to stay in compliance with not only our own requirements but also 
the requirements that other countries may have," he said. 
 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 
Hunkele said he's motivated by three things: having to rebuild his career after being laid off amid the 
Great Recession, watching the funds he helped work on later make deals with companies that succeed, 
and being a good member of his team and at his job. 
 
Hunkele said that living through a moment when he was unemployed and no longer had a safety net 
was scary. 
 
"Sometimes fear, I guess, can be a good thing," he said. "It taught me to be a more careful and 
thoughtful lawyer and more diligent and more dedicated to what I do, and I think that that's something I 
carry through to today." 
 
HOW HE THINKS HIS PRACTICE WILL CHANGE IN THE NEXT 10 YEARS: 
Hunkele said that over the next 10 years, his practice is likely to see an increase in fund specialization, 
such as funds oriented toward life sciences or health care, which would help differentiate firms from 
competitors. But at the same time, he said, it will still be important for funds to be able to change and 
adapt when necessary. 
 
"We also want to have a level of flexibility to react to major market changes so that we haven't 
pigeonholed ourselves in a way that limits us from reacting to market changes," he said. 
 
— As told to McCord Pagan 
 
Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 
Law360 editors selected the 2020 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,300 submissions. 
Attorneys had to be under 40 as of April 30, 2020 to be eligible for this year's award. This interview has 
been edited and condensed. 
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