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MVP: Fried Frank's James J. McCullough & Michael J. Anstett 

By Sarah Martinson 

Law360 (October 8, 2020, 3:22 PM EDT) -- James McCullough 
and Michael Anstett of Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson 
LLP's government contracts practice successfully defended IT 
giant Leidos against bid protests on three deals with a combined 
value of $19.2 billion, earning them spots among Law360's 2020 
Government Contracts MVPs. 

THEIR BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENT THIS YEAR: 
Anstett said their biggest accomplishment this year has been 
defending Leidos against multiple bid protests over three 
contracts while dealing with challenges of working from home 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Perspecta Enterprise Solutions and General Dynamics in March 
filed separate protests in the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office challenging the $7.7 billion contract that the U.S. 
Navy awarded to Leidos for next-generation network enterprise 
services. 
 
At the same time, Anstett and McCullough were defending 
Hanford Mission Integrated Solutions LLC, a joint venture 
between Leidos, Parsons and Centerra Group LLC, against a bid 
protest by a Huntington Ingalls Industries subsidiary in January 
over a $5 billion U.S. Department of Energy contract for waste 
cleanup at nuclear site in Hanford, Washington. 
 
The duo also defeated General Dynamics Information 
Technology Inc.'s bid protest contesting a $6.5 billion Defense 
Information Systems Agency contract awarded to Leidos to 
provide IT support services to U.S. military combatant 
commands. 
 
McCullough added that the value of government contracts has 
risen exponentially in the past year, making this accomplishment 
particularly noteworthy. 
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"What we are seeing are these very large consolidated procurements ... [where the agency] has put all 
of its information technology requirements into one procurement and it is a winner-take-all 
procurement," McCullough said. 
 
THEIR BIGGEST CHALLENGE THIS YEAR: 
As is the case with many lawyers, Anstett and McCullough's biggest challenge this year has been 
adjusting to working from home during the pandemic. 
 
Anstett said that when they are tackling large bid protests filled with complex issues, they need to be 
able to collaborate with colleagues, which is difficult when they are working remotely. 
 
"More than anything I think I miss the ability to work with my colleagues side by side and being able to 
pop in and say, 'Hey, have you thought about this? Or thought about that?'" Anstett said. "It's easier to 
work with people when you are sitting next to them or across the table from them." 
 
To overcome this challenge, McCullough said, he talks on the phone every day with Anstett, and Anstett 
schedules formal phone calls with other members of their team. 
 
"We are having to schedule things rather than just being able to walk next door or go grab lunch 
together," Anstett said. 
 
THEIR PROUDEST MOMENT THIS YEAR: 
Anstett and McCullough both said they are proudest of being able to overcome the obstacles of working 
from home while beating multiple bid protests challenging government contracts awarded to Leidos. 
 
McCullough added that the number of bid protests filed this year did not drop in the face of the 
pandemic. In fact, bid protests increased during the second half of the 2020 fiscal year, according to 
McCullough's experience. 
 
"Starting in April, there has been an upwelling in large procurements related to the pandemic … what 
we are seeing right now is a number of bid protests coming out of that upwelling," McCullough said. 
 
THEIR ADVICE FOR YOUNGER ATTORNEYS: 
"Become a government contracts lawyer," Anstett said. But, he added, "It's important to enjoy what you 
do." 
 
McCullough agreed. 
 
"Find an area of the law that interests you and you find to be fun …that's the way with me government 
contracts involved," McCullough said. 
 
Anstett said young attorneys should also find a group of people whom they enjoy working with because 
they'll be together in the trenches every day. 
 
"Government contracts is great, but if I was working with people that I didn't enjoy working with, I don't 
think it would be a whole lot of fun, and it would not be something that I would want to do on a daily 
basis," Anstett said. 
 



 

 

— As told to Sarah Martinson 
 
Law360's MVPs are attorneys who have distinguished themselves from their peers over the past year 
through high-stakes litigation, record-breaking deals and complex global matters. A team of Law360 
editors selected the 2020 MVP winners after reviewing more than 900 submissions. 
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