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U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Iranian Government 
Officials, Supreme Leader 

On June 24, 2019, President Trump issued an Executive Order (EO) imposing new sanctions on Iranian 

government officials.  The EO prohibits transactions with the Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei, his office, any government officials appointed by the Supreme Leader, and any directors or 

officers of designated entities.  The EO also authorizes secondary sanctions against foreign financial 

institutions that conduct significant transactions with the newly blocked persons.  These new sanctions 

will have minimal effect on U.S. businesses, which are already broadly prohibited from dealing with Iran.  

However, they are intended to further pressure Iranian leadership and third countries that deal with Iran.  

The EO directly designates the Iranian Supreme Leader as a blocked person, and authorizes OFAC to 

designate as blocked persons other Iranian government officials and anyone who provides material 

support to the Supreme Leader’s office.  If any foreign financial institution knowingly conducts or 

facilitates any significant transaction related to the designated persons, it may be barred from opening 

any correspondent or payable-through accounts in the United States.  In addition to the financial 

sanctions, the EO also blocks the entry of designated persons into the United States. 

The White House issued a press release stating that these actions were a response to recent Iranian 

aggression towards the United States, including the downing of a U.S. drone.  President Trump stated 

that the sanctions are also aimed at stemming Iran’s sponsorship of terrorism.  He said “[t]hese measures 

represent a strong and proportionate response to Iran’s increasingly provocative actions.”  They come 

only a few weeks after the imposition of additional sectoral sanctions (on which we previously reported), 

and are the latest in a series of measures to pressure Iran to reduce its nuclear threat. 

All U.S. companies and any financial institution that conducts business internationally, particularly any 

companies that do business with Iran, should thoroughly review their business activities and ensure 

compliance with these new sanctions.  Companies should also update their compliance policies and 

procedures to reflect the latest changes.  If you have any questions regarding the Iran sanctions program 

or how it may affect your business, please reach out to the contacts listed below. 

* * * 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-imposing-sanctions-respect-iran/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-imposing-sanctions-supreme-leader-iran-worst-elements-iranian-regime/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-executive-order-iran-sanctions/
https://www.friedfrank.com/index.cfm?pageID=25&itemID=8309
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This alert is not intended to provide legal advice, and no legal or business decision should be based on its 

content. If you have any questions about the contents of this alert, please call your regular Fried Frank 

contact or the attorneys listed below: 

Contacts:  

Washington, D.C. 

Michael T. Gershberg +1.202.639.7085 michael.gershberg@friedfrank.com 

London 

Dr. Tobias Caspary +44.20.7972.9618 tobias.caspary@friedfrank.com  

Fried Frank’s International Trade and Investment Group regularly represents clients in international 

mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, principal investments, and sensitive corporate investigations, 

particularly in relation to matters that implicate the U.S. government's regulation of international business 

activities, such as the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), economic 

sanctions, export controls, and anti-corruption and anti-bribery.  

For decades, our international trade and investment practitioners have been consistently recognized for 

their legal and policy-based contributions. Today, our practice is unique among its kind: it draws upon the 

Firm’s long tradition of senior U.S. government and diplomatic service, combines policy insight with deep 

technical expertise and business judgment, is fully integrated with Fried Frank’s preeminent Corporate 

and Litigation Practices, and is international in its outlook, experience, network reach and reputation. 
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