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U.S. Imposes Sanctions under New Program 
Targeting Global Human Rights Abuses and 
Corruption 

On December 21, 2017, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 

sanctioned 52 individuals and entities worldwide for their participation in human rights abuses or 

corruption.  They have been listed as specially designated nationals (SDNs), and the individuals are 

subject to a visa ban.  These sanctions are being imposed pursuant to a new sanctions regime, 

announced by President Trump in an executive order, which authorizes blocking sanctions against 

persons anywhere in the world involved in serious human rights abuses or corruption. 

These are the first sanctions to be imposed under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, 

which was enacted late last year.  The Global Magnitsky Act targets human rights abusers and corrupt 

actors globally.  It is a separate legal authority from the Magnitsky Act, a law that targets individuals 

responsible for the death of Russian lawyer Sergei Magnitsky and other human rights abusers in Russia.  

OFAC separately designated five Russian individuals pursuant to the Magnitsky Act and published the 

Magnitsky Act Sanctions Regulations on December 20, 2017.  OFAC issued FAQs discussing the new 

sanctions and differentiating the Global Magnitsky Act, the Magnitsky Act, and the sanctions on human 

rights abusers and corrupt actors under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 

(CAATSA). 

The individuals and entities designated pursuant to the Global Magnitsky Act are a diverse group. They 

include persons responsible for human rights violations in Myanmar (Burma), the Gambia, Central 

America, China, Russia, and Ukraine.  Additional sanctioned persons were involved in corruption in 

Uzbekistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Dominican Republic, and Brazil. 

This new U.S. sanctions regime has worldwide implications for international companies and sanctions 

compliance.  In addition to anti-corruption and corporate social responsibility concerns, dealings with 

persons involved in these activities now may also give rise to sanctions compliance concerns.  

Companies that do business with foreign governments, governmental officials, and politically exposed 

persons in countries that are high-risk for corruption should remain especially vigilant, and ensure that 

their sanctions compliance policies are up-to-date and screen against all U.S. sanctions lists.  We also 

suggest paying increased attention to commercial screening software that includes negative news 

searches and law enforcement actions, since persons alleged to be involved in global human rights 

abuses or corruption now have an increased chance of being subject to OFAC sanctions in the future. 

If you have any questions regarding the new Global Magnitsky Act sanctions program or how it may affect 

your business, please reach out to the contacts listed below. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0243
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-blocking-property-persons-involved-serious-human-rights-abuse-corruption/
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20171220_33.aspx
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/Documents/12212017_glomag_faqs.pdf
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This alert is not intended to provide legal advice, and no legal or business decision should be based on its 

content. If you have any questions about the contents of this alert, please call your regular Fried Frank 

contact or the attorneys listed below: 

Contacts: 

Washington, D.C. 

Michael T. Gershberg +1.202.639.7085 michael.gershberg@friedfrank.com  

London 

Dr. Tobias Caspary +44.20.7972.9618 tobias.caspary@friedfrank.com  

Fried Frank’s International Trade and Investment Group regularly represents clients in international 

mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, principal investments, and sensitive corporate investigations, 

particularly in relation to matters that implicate the U.S. government's regulation of international business 

activities, such as the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), economic 

sanctions, export controls, and anti-corruption and anti-bribery. 

For decades, our international trade and investment practitioners have been consistently recognized for 

their legal and policy-based contributions. Today, our practice is unique among its kind: it draws upon the 

Firm’s long tradition of senior U.S. government and diplomatic service, combines policy insight with deep 

technical expertise and business judgment, is fully integrated with Fried Frank’s preeminent Corporate 

and Litigation Practices, and is international in its outlook, experience, network reach and reputation. 
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