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A GROUP of 40 pro bono attorneys, including 
Manhattan solos and associates from two firms, con-
ducted their first round of interviews on Sunday with 
Liberian refugees in New York who are survivors of 
14 years of civil war in their home country. 

The lawyers took official statements for eventual 
use as documentary evidence to buttress future public 
hearings held by the government-mandated Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia.

Working in partnership with Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights, the Minneapolis non-
profit agency coordinating a nationwide outreach 
program to refugees, the New York lawyers attended 
special training last month in taking statements. 

The training program was hosted by Jennifer L. 
Colyer, special counsel at Fried Frank Harris Shriv-
er & Jacobson, and associate Sara Tollefson at the 
firm’s Midtown conference center. Attending along 
with solo practitioners were attorneys from the New 
York office of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld.

Much of the training, said Ms. Colyer, had to 
do with acquainting lawyers with the history of 
Liberia and its recent civil conflict, begun in 1980 
when a military coup replaced the dominant eth-
nic group, which has roots in U.S. slavery, with 
the Krahn people. The Krahn were then  routed 
in 1989 by forces of warlord Charles Taylor, who 
himself was ousted by a 2003 general uprising and 
now faces trial in the International Criminal Court 
in The Hague.

Some 20,000 Liberian refugees live in the New 
York area, said Ms. Colyer, and many have never 
told their individual stories of war. Accordingly, 
part of the lawyers’ training involved second-hand 
trauma counseling.

“A lot of these statements are going to include 
graphic incidents of violence,” said Ms. Colyer. “I’ve 
been working asylum cases for some time now. It 
never gets easy.”

She added, “Hopefully, our efforts will help cre-
ate a body of information, history from the mouths 

of the people who lived through these  
wars that might help the country  
avoid such conflict in the future. And  
hopefully, we might help people to unbur-
den themselves.”

____
◆
____

OCTObeR is once again “Community 
Challenge Month” for the national Asso-
ciation of Legal Administrators.

Accordingly, the group’s New York City 
chapter has held three fund-raising events 
to help support small nonprofit groups. A 
fourth is set for Sunday—in the cause 
of the annual walkathon organized by 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, 
with proceeds going to the American  
Cancer Society.

The New York schedule is coordinated 
by Susan E. Scattergood of Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson and Marianne 
Miskiewicz of McGuire Woods. 

Ms. Scattergood, director of operations 
at Fried Frank, said events earlier this month have 
benefited Walk for Autism Research, Coalition for 
the Homeless and the Mount Sinai Sexual Assault 
and Violence Intervention Program. 

events usually raise $2,000 to $3,000, she said, 
although this year’s effort on behalf of the Mount 
Sinai program netted $6,100 and an effort last year 
collected $12,000 for Guide Dog Foundation for 
the Blind.

“We usually hold events for a specific cause linked 
to grassroots organizations that don’t necessarily 
have major funding,” said Ms. Scattergood. 

For organizations such as The Morgan Center 
of Long Island, a past beneficiary that offers pre-
school programs for children undergoing hospital 
treatment for cancer, Ms. Scattergood added, “Our 
contributions have a nice impact.”

____
◆
____

A MAN imprisoned and beaten by Chinese 
authorities for the crime of possessing 20 pho-
tographs of the Pänchen Lama, second to the 
Dalai Lama as leader of the buddhist sect that 

controlled Tibet until its expropria-
tion in 1959 by the Peoples Repub-
lic of China, won political asylum 
last month thanks to a team of pro 
bono attorneys from Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison.

On Sept. 14, U.S. Immigration 
Judge Brigitte LaForest ruled for 
the asylee, a Tibetan man who 
wishes to remain anonymous, call-
ing his testimony “particularly sin-
cere and compelling” in her written 
decision.

The Paul Weiss team was led by 
partner H. Christopher Boehning, 
assisted by associates Susanne M. 
Kandel and J. Adam Skaggs. For-
mer associates Paul Lall and Julie 
Paltrowitz were involved in the 
successful petition, as were sum-
mer associates Stewart Moran 
and Jane Needleman and paralegal  
Leora Rodenstein.

At his hearing before Judge LaForest last Feb-
ruary, the Tibetan man recounted three months 
of brutal imprisonment. The Paul Weiss attorneys 
arranged for a witness to corroborate the ex-pris-
oner’s account, as well as confirming details of his 
escape to the United States.

The Paul Weiss attorneys are now petitioning the 
court for their client’s wife and two children to join 
him in the United States. The Tibetan man has not 
seen his family since his escape nearly four years ago.
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