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U.S. Ends Arms Embargoes Against Sri Lanka 
and Ivory Coast 

The U.S. Department of State’s Directorate of Defense Trade Controls (DDTC) recently announced that it 

has lifted the arms embargoes against Sri Lanka and Ivory Coast (Côte d’Ivoire).  Accordingly, DDTC will 

begin reviewing applications for licenses to export or temporarily import defense articles and defense 

services to or from Sri Lanka and Ivory Coast under the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) 

on a case-by-case basis.  Although DDTC will formally publish this amendment to the ITAR in the future, 

the change in policy is effective immediately. 

The arms embargo against Sri Lanka had historically been contained in the Consolidated Appropriations 

Act beginning in 2008.  The embargo arose out of U.S. concerns about the political stability of Sri Lanka 

and human rights issues that arose related to the decades-long Sri Lankan civil war, which ended in 

2009.  Accordingly, DDTC adopted a policy of general denial for the transfer of defense articles and 

services to Sri Lanka, except for technical data or equipment made available for the limited purpose of 

maritime and air surveillance and communications on a case-by-case basis.  The Consolidated 

Appropriations Act for 2016 did not renew the arms embargo in light of the improved political and security 

situation, and DDTC has acted to conform its policy accordingly. 

The arms embargo against Ivory Coast was based on United Nations Security Council resolutions 

beginning in 2004, which imposed a global arms embargo on defense articles and services to Ivory Coast 

(except for certain U.N. or humanitarian uses) due to the instability of the country.  On April 28, 2016, the 

U.N. Security Council terminated the arms embargo due to the recent presidential election in Ivory Coast 

and the increased political stability.  Accordingly, since the U.S. arms embargo was based on the U.N. 

resolutions, DDTC has lifted the U.S. arms embargo. 

The lifting of these arms embargoes comes as the Obama administration considers whether to lift the 

arms embargo against Vietnam that has been in place since 1984.  The U.S. arms embargo against 

Vietnam remains a sensitive political issue, given concerns about Vietnam’s human rights record and the 

geopolitical tension in the South China Sea involving China, Vietnam, and their neighbors.  In November 

2014, DDTC relaxed the comprehensive arms embargo against Vietnam to authorize exports of lethal 

defense articles and services to Vietnam on a case-by-case basis when the export is in support of 

maritime security and domain awareness.  (See our previous alert.)  President Obama will visit Vietnam 

beginning May 21, 2016. 

If you have any questions regarding the relaxed arms embargoes or how they may affect your business, 

please reach out to the contacts listed below. 

* * * 

http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/
http://www.friedfrank.com/siteFiles/Publications/FINAL-11-10-2014-DDTC%20Eases%20Arms%20Embargo%20on%20Vietnam.pdf


 

Fried Frank International Trade and Investment Alert™ No. 16-05-16 05/16/16 

2 

                                                                                                         

Authors: 

Michael T. Gershberg 

Justin A. Schenck 

This alert is not intended to provide legal advice, and no legal or business decision should be based on its 

content.  If you have any questions about the contents of this alert, please call your regular Fried Frank 

contact or the attorneys listed below: 

Contacts: 

Washington, D.C. 

Michael T. Gershberg +1.202.639.7085 michael.gershberg@friedfrank.com 

London 

Dr. Tobias Caspary +44.20.7972.9618 tobias.caspary@friedfrank.com  

Fried Frank’s International Trade and Investment Group regularly represents clients in international 

mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, principal investments, and sensitive corporate investigations, 

particularly in relation to matters that implicate the U.S. government's regulation of international business 

activities, such as the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), economic 

sanctions, export controls, and anti-corruption and anti-bribery. 

For decades, our international trade and investment practitioners have been consistently recognized for 

their legal and policy-based contributions.  Today, our practice is unique among its kind: it draws upon the 

Firm’s long tradition of senior U.S. government and diplomatic service, combines policy insight with deep 

technical expertise and business judgment, is fully integrated with Fried Frank’s preeminent Corporate 

and Litigation Practices, and is international in its outlook, experience, network reach and reputation. 
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